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Use Standards to Draw Curriculum Maps
Franklin, Pat; Stephens, Claire Gatrell
School Library Media Activities Monthly, v25 n9 p44-45 May 2009
Specific curriculum is taught at every grade level and it is the job of library media specialists to know subject area content. Library media specialists should develop collections to meet the content associated with curriculum standards. To ensure that these collections meet school needs, collection mapping with specific curriculum related to local, state, and national standards is a good approach. This technique helps build a collection that really meets the needs of the learning community. The technique of collection mapping uses visual representations to evaluate the collection. By using statistics easily gleaned from library media management programs and then creating graphs using this data, the strengths and weaknesses of a collection can be seen. With these tools, it is easy to identify collection gaps and base collection development on school needs rather than arbitrary guidelines from outside sources. As budgets shrink, it is important to be smarter about library budgets that still provide quality resources for curriculum support. This article describes the steps in collection mapping. (Contains 17 resources.)
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Evidence & Outcomes 

Lawson, R., Taylor, T., French, E., Fallshaw, E., Hall, C., Kinash, S., & Summers, J. (2015). Hunting and gathering: New imperatives in mapping and collecting student learning data to assure quality outcomes, Higher Education Research and Development, 34(3), 581-595. 
http://www.assuringlearning.com/resources/V2%20HERD%200204412%20with%20authors.pdf 

Assurance of learning (AOL) is a quality enhancement and quality assurance process used in higher education. It involves a process of determining programme learning outcomes and standards, and systematically gathering evidence to measure students' performance on these. The systematic assessment of whole-of-programme outcomes provides a basis for curriculum development and management, continuous improvement, and accreditation. To better understand how AOL processes operate, a national study of university practices across one discipline area, business and management, was undertaken. To solicit data on AOL practice, interviews were undertaken with a sample of business school representatives (n?=?25). Two key processes emerged: (1) mapping of graduate attributes and (2) collection of assurance data. External drivers such as professional accreditation and government legislation were the primary reasons for undertaking AOL outcomes but intrinsic motivators in relation to continuous improvement were also evident. The facilitation of academic commitment was achieved through an embedded approach to AOL by the majority of universities in the study. A sustainable and inclusive process of AOL was seen to support wider stakeholder engagement in the development of higher education learning outcomes.


Plaza, C. M., Draugalis, J. R., Slack, M. K., Skrepnek, G. H., & Sauer, K. A. (2007). Curriculum mapping in program assessment and evaluation, American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 71(2), Article 20. 8 pages 
http://www.learningace.com/doc/101652/857e083eff364c0564906f6198c1a346/curriculum-mapping-in-program-assessment-and-evaluation 

Objectives. To demonstrate a curriculum mapping technique and its use in program evaluation and assessment, as well as to provide specific recommendations for potential uses in pharmacy education. 
Methods. This study employed a descriptive cross-sectional study design based on a learning outcomes document and several existing student and curricular data sets. 
Results. The population consisted of 209 PharmD students at the University of Arizona College of Pharmacy (UACOP) during the 2004-2005 academic year and mapped 31 of the 34 required didactic courses in the curriculum. There was concordance between student and faculty member ranking of domain coverage in their respective curricular maps. 
Conclusions. The agreement between the student and faculty graphical curriculum maps on the order of the ranking of the relative emphasis of each domain suggests concordance between the intended/ delivered and received curriculums. This study demonstrated a curriculum mapping methodology that can be used to both make sense and use of existing data in curricular evaluation.

Bath, D., Smith, C., Stein, S., & Swann, R. (2007). Beyond mapping and embedding graduate attributes: Bringing together quality assurance and action learning to create a validated and living curriculum. Higher Education Research & Development, 23(3), 313-328. 

With increasing importance being placed on the development of generic skills in higher education, institutions are espousing, as part of their mission and objectives, which generic skills their graduates achieve, and teachers are being required to document how their courses and programs support the development of those skills and attributes. The mapping of opportunities for development of graduate attributes in the planned curriculum thus plays an important role in relation to quality assurance and reporting processes, and embedding these opportunities in curricula may ensure alignment between the espoused curriculum and the taught curriculum. But are these processes enough to ensure that what is espoused and enacted through the curriculum is aligned with what students experience and learn? This issue is addressed here through a case study of a team of university teachers at one Australian institution who went beyond the mapping and embedding of graduate attributes in their courses of study, and engaged in a process of action learning to create a valid and living curriculum for the development of graduate attributes.


Robley, W., Whittle, S., & Murdoch-Eaton, D. (2005). Mapping generic skills curricula: Outcomes and discussion, Journal of Further and Higher Education, 29(4), 321-330. 

Generic skills development is increasingly being embedded into UK higher education curricula to improve the employability and lifelong learning skills of graduates. At the same time universities are being required to benchmark their curricular outcomes against national and employer standards. This paper presents and discusses the results of a study mapping the outcomes, delivery, learning and assessment of an embedded generic skills curriculum and benchmarking these against externally agreed standards. By collecting data from students, supervisors and curriculum documentation across the whole five year course in a UK medical school it evaluates the success of the generic skills programme in achieving its objectives. It goes on to discuss how data from the maps might also be used to encourage student learning. It recommends the adoption of this methodology to map embedded skills curricula with the aim of highlighting skills delivery for curriculum designers and skills development for students.

Lam, B. H., & Tsui, K. T. (2016). Curriculum mapping as deliberation -- Examining the alignment of subject learning outcomes and course curricula. Studies in Higher Education, 41(8), p1371-1388. 

This article aims to evaluate the alignment between subject learning outcomes (SLOs) that represent the role of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction (C&I) and the course curricula documents. Content analysis was conducted to map SLOs in the curricula documents of a set of compulsory courses offered by the department of C&I. A hermeneutic perspective was adopted by four academic staff members who were involved in the mapping process, which considers curriculum scrutiny as an opportunity of reflective dialog. Findings suggest that though SLOs were adequately addressed in courses offered in various programs, the coverage and depth of studying SLOs may differ in different programs, such as Bachelor of Education and Post Graduate Diploma in Education. In this study, curriculum mapping was facilitated by deliberative dialog among participants, which made the mapping exercise a validating professional development activity. Implications are discussed. Recommendations regarding curriculum evaluation and teacher training are similarly suggested. 

Jankowski, N. (2014). Mapping learning outcomes: What you map is what you see.  National Institute for Learning Outcomes Assessment (powerpoint) 
www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/Presentations/Mapping.pdf 
lots of references. 
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